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June 5, 2007, Council Meeting 
 

Summary of Action Taken 
 

Minutes 
 

Citizen Comments:     None 
 
Administration:     Executive Session to Discuss  
       Litigation; No Action Taken;  
       Permission to Advertise Storm 
       Sewer Ordinance; Monthly Reports; 
       Work Session Announced; Approved 
       United Way of Clarion CountyÕs  
       Special Event Request; Approved 
       $1,000 Donation for Fireworks; 
       File Item with District Magistrate for 
       Recovery of Lost Wages 
 
Downtown Committee:    Volunteers Cleaning Downtown 
 
Public Works:      Monthly Report; Clean-Up Day 
       Successful; Approved M and B 
       ServicesÕ Bid for Concrete Part of 
       Salt Building Project; Approved 
       Rhea Lumber CompanyÕs Bid for 
       Materials for Salt Building Project; 
       Authorized Allegheny Power to  
       Replace Street Light Bulb to High 
       Pressure Sodium, as Needed; Public 
       Hearing on Transfer Station for Solid 
       Waste 
 
Public Safety:      Approved to Advertise an Ordinance 
       Amending Parking Meter Ordinance; 
       Meeting to be Held with PennDOT 
       In Reference to Interconnect, Traffic 
       Signals, and Crosswalk Signals 
 
Housing and Zoning:     Monthly Report; Adopted Coopera- 
       tive Agreement Between Limestone 
       Township Board of Supervisors and 
       UCC Board; Board of Assessment 
       Appeals Postponed; Housing and  
       Zoning Officer Set Office Hours 
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Recreation:      Pool Open; Snack Bar Offered; 
       Solar Heat System at Pool; 
       Permission to Open a Savings 

Account for Funds Donated by 
       Kappa Delta Rho; Approved  
       UniversityÕs Baseball and Softball 
       Clinics at Park, Stipulating Proceeds 
       Be Deposited into Savings Account 
 
MayorÕs Report:     Safety Conference Discussed 
 
ManagerÕs Report:     Thanked Mr. Stutzman for Heating 
       Pool; Freezer Donated for Snack 
       Bar; Fundraiser to Purchase Chairs 
 
Old Business:      Thanked Mr. Stutzman and Officer 
       Peck for Quickly Responding to 
       Water Problem at the Library;  
       Training Memorandum Discussed 
 
New Business:      Public Works Symposium Discussed 
 
Correspondence:     None 
 
The regularly scheduled meeting of Clarion Borough Council was held on June 5, 2007, 
in the Assembly Room of the Clarion Free Library. 
 
President Wilshire called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Councilmembers present included Mr. Zerfoss, Mr. Herman, Ms. Leonard, Ms. Vavrek, 
Ms. Moore, Mr. German, and President Wilshire.  Mayor Stroup, Mr. Stutzman, Ms. 
Freenock, Mr. Ragon, Solicitor French, and Chief Hall were also present. 
 
President Wilshire asked everyone to stand and recite the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The minutes of the April 25, 2007, Work Session, were approved on a motion by Mr. 
Herman with a second by Mr. German.  The motion carried with a vote of six yea with 
Ms. Leonard abstained due to being absent from that meeting. 
 
The minutes of the May 1, 2007, Council Meeting, were approved on a motion by Mr. 
Herman with a second by Ms. Leonard.   The motion carried with a vote of seven yea. 
 
Citizen Comments:  There was none. 
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Administration:  Upon a request, President Wilshire called an Executive Session with 
Solicitor Steve French to discuss litigation, including the Borough Manager, Solicitor 
French, and Mr. Ragon. 
 
Mr. Rodney Sherman, Clarion News, asked if litigation has been filed. 
 
Solicitor French commented yes.  The Borough is currently involved in litigation with 
Choice Cab.  Citations were filed. 
 
Mr. Sherman stated thatÕs not litigation. 
 
Solicitor French pointed out it is because the appeal period has not run.  Council has the 
right to go into an Executive Session for legal matters for strategy even if a lawsuit hasnÕt 
been filed. 
 
Mr. Sherman registered opposition to the Executive Session, which began at 7:02 p.m. 
 
President Wilshire called the meeting back to order at 7:28 p.m. and stated the Executive 
Session concerned possible litigation.  No action was taken. 
 
President Wilshire commented the packet included a proposed Storm Sewer Ordinance, 
which DEP wants all the municipalities involved in Clarion Area Authority to adopt.  It 
would put regulations on storm sewer to help prevent the infiltration in the system.  
Council must give permission to advertise it. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Herman with a second by Ms. Moore to give permission to advertise 
the Storm Sewer Ordinance. 
 
Mr. Zerfoss questioned if this proposed ordinance includes a fine. 
 
If the property owner doesnÕt correct the problem within the specified time, Solicitor 
French reported then there is a violation section discussing the penalties. 
 
Ms. Freenock commented itÕs $1,000 per day. 
 
Mr. Zerfoss inquired if this ordinance replaces the existing one. 
 
President Wilshire stated yes.  This ordinance has been recommended for Monroe 
Township, Clarion Township, and Clarion Area Authority.  Adopting this ordinance will 
help in the process of selling the authority. 
 
Solicitor French added the ordinance is designed to reduce the inflow and infiltration, 
which will help the Authority get out from under the Consent Order with DEP.  It is one 
more mechanism that the Authority and the Borough is going to have to reduce the load 
on the sewer system during heavy rainfalls.  Brookville has had this ordinance for 5 years 
and it has worked very well.  Solicitor French informed everyone the reason it works so 
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well is a property owner cannot transfer a piece of real estate if there is a violation that 
hasnÕt been corrected.  Inotherwords, if the owner is not bothered with a fine and he/she 
tries to sell his house, he/she will not be able to sell it until the violation is corrected.  A 
person has to have a certificate stating there are no illegal connections. 
 
Mr. German asked if 60 days is long enough to correct it. 
 
Solicitor French stated thereÕs never been a problem with it in Brookville.   
 
Mr. German commented Gannett Fleming stated at an Authority Meeting once the sale 
takes place a whole set of different rules apply to a private company. 
 
Solicitor French commented that may be true but cannot speak to what the rules are with 
Pennsylvania-American Water Company.  The water company would have to have a 
mechanism to deal with I and I as well.  DEP is aware that the water company is trying to 
buy the Authority. 
 
Mr. German asked why Clarion Borough would pass an ordinance when the sale is 
supposed to be completed in a couple months. 
 
Solicitor French thinks it is going to mandate that people donÕt have the system where 
their downspouts go into the sewer.  Every municipality is encouraged to have this 
ordinance. 
 
Ms. Vavrek understood it had to be done before the sale. 
 
Mr. Ragon commented under Section B, Definitions, the term Building Inspector should 
be changed to Code Enforcement Officer.  Under the Uniform Construction Code, the 
BoroughÕs Building Inspector is Guardian Inspection Services. 
 
Mr. Herman and Ms. Moore both agreed to amend the motion that Item B under the 
Definition section would be changed from Building Inspector to Code Enforcement 
Officer.  The motion carried after the following roll call vote:  Mr. Zerfoss, yes; Mr. 
Herman, yes; Ms. Leonard, yes; Ms. Vavrek, yes; Ms. Moore, yes; Mr. German, yes; and 
President Wilshire, yes. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Zerfoss with a second by Ms. Vavrek, approving the appropriations 
for the month of June, was carried with a vote of seven yea. 
 
President Wilshire also presented the TreasurerÕs Report of Fund Totals, Statement of 
Cash Position, Budget Analysis, and Overtime Comparison Report for information 
purposes. 
 
President Wilshire stated a Work Session is scheduled for June 25, 2007, at 5:00 p.m. at 
the Clarion Borough Offices.  If necessary, the date may be changed since several 
Councilmembers will be out-of-town.  
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On a motion by Mr. Herman with a second by Ms. Leonard to approve the special event 
request from the United Way of Clarion County for their annual 5K Race.  The motion 
carried with a vote of seven yea. 
 
President Wilshire commented Council received a request for a $1,000 donation from 
Clarion Area Chamber of Business and Industry for CouncilÕs support of the I Love 
Clarion fireworks.  In the past, CouncilÕs approved $750, which President Wilshire 
believes is the budgeted amount this year. 
 
Ms. Freenock stated the budget includes the $1,000 figure.  ItÕs lumped into a 
contingency fund. 
 
Mr. German inquired if the Borough gets any recognition. 
 
Mayor Stroup reported there are signs. 
 
Mr. Zerfoss feels $1,000 is a good sum.  It brings many people into the Borough of 
Clarion, and they think the Borough does the fireworks. 
 
Mr. German questioned if the Police Department has any overtime due to the event. 
 
Chief Hall stated no. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Herman with a second by Mr. German to approve the Clarion Area 
Chamber of Business and IndustryÕs request for a $1,000 donation for the I Love Clarion 
celebration and fireworks.  The motion carried with a vote of seven yea. 
 
President Wilshire stated Council needs to consider if the Borough should file an item 
with the District Magistrate for recovery of lost wages in relationship to a traffic accident 
in the Borough. It would be filed against the insurance company that insured the motorist 
who was at fault.  Due to the accident and related overtime costs with additional officers, 
the Borough expended $1,539.70.  
 
On a motion by Mr. Herman with a second by Mr. German to file an item with the 
District Magistrate for recovery of lost wages in relationship to a traffic accident 
involving an officer, which totaled $1,539.70, was carried with a vote of seven yea. 
 
Downtown Committee:  Over the weekend, Ms. Moore noticed people with American 
Legion shirts cleaned up trash through the Downtown area, which is the first time.  It was 
a great idea. 
 
Mr. German inquired if the Clarion University Athletes do the same thing. 
 
Mr. Herman stated usually they clean Clarion Borough April-May. 
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Ms. Freenock reported the Boyscouts picked up trash May 3, 2007. 
 
Public Works:  Mr. Zerfoss commented the Public Works Report is in the packet for 
everyoneÕs review. 
 
Mr. Zerfoss commented the annual Clean-Up Day was a success.  Everything looks good.  
The final costs should be available next month. 
 
Mr. Zerfoss reported the Borough advertised for bids for the Salt Building Project.  Bids 
were due June 1, 2007.  Mr. Zerfoss and Ms. Freenock opened three bids for the actual 
concrete part of the project from Keystone Concrete Products, Sollenberger Silos, and M 
and B Services.  The low bid of $16,470 was submitted by M and B Services, who is 
located in Clarion Borough.  The Committee met prior to the meeting and is satisfied M 
and B Services be awarded the bid. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Zerfoss with a second by Mr. German, accepting the low bid from M 
and B Services in the amount of $16,470 for the concrete part of the Salt Building 
Project, was carried with a vote of seven yea. 
 
Mr. Zerfoss stated the second portion of the bid was for the materials for the roof 
construction.  Rhea Lumber Company was the sole bidder at $14,437.12. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Zerfoss with a second by Mr. German to accept the bid of Rhea 
Lumber Company in the amount of $14,437.12 for the materials for the Salt Building 
Project waiving the bid bond requirement.  The motion carried with a vote of seven yea. 
 
Mr. Zerfoss asked Mr. Stutzman to discuss the upgrade of street light bulbs. 
 
Mr. Stutzman reported two months ago Allegheny Power met with Borough 
representatives to look at street lights that were dim or didnÕt work.  Allegheny Power did 
change a couple bulbs, which corrected the problem.  By 2010, the Borough will be 
required to upgrade the street lights because mercury vapor lights are no longer being 
manufactured.  Council has two options when replacing the bulbs; either a high pressure 
sodium light, which is the same light that is on the Main Street, or metal halite light, 
which gives a lot more light.  High pressure sodium lights will cost approximately 50 
cents more per bulb per month to operate whereas the metal halite will be considerably 
higher.  Mr. Stutzman recommended Council approve Allegheny Power to start changing 
the lights, as needed, with the high pressure sodium.  By replacing the bulbs, as needed, 
the Borough would be ahead of the requirement. 
 
Ms. Freenock asked Robin Martin, Allegheny Power representative, to get an exact cost 
of one light versus the other. 
 
Mr. Stutzman reported Kittanning wanted the metal halite light because it was brighter.  
However, they want it changed now because the lights were too bright. 
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On a motion by Mr. Zerfoss with a second by Mr. German, authorizing Allegheny Power 
to replace street light bulbs, as necessary, with the high pressure sodium bulb, was carried 
with a vote of seven yea. 
 
President Wilshire recently attended a Public Hearing for municipal officials for a 
proposal for a transfer station for solid waste, which Mr. Ragon also attended.  It is a 
concept being developed since Leeper Landfill may possibly close within the next 7 
months.  Veolia has a proposal to institute a waste transfer station in Paint Township at 
the old Beckwith Machinery Building.  President Wilshire stated the garbage would be 
dumped inside the building, which would then be loaded into a truck and hauled to a 
landfill in Elk County.  ItÕs a neat concept, but there are questions in terms to it being so 
close to interstate, development of that area, and if thatÕs the best location.  The airport 
voiced concern on the attraction of birds, which would interfere with the line of flight for 
planes.  Public meetings will be held in the future for the general public.  DEP has a 
stringent permitting process for it. 
 
Mr. Ragon voiced concern as to how many trucks it will increase on Interstate 80.  
Anytime there is an accident, drivers are detoured through the Borough. 
 
Public Safety:  Mr. Herman commented the Committee has received several reports, 
complaints, and/or suggestions on parking on Fourth Avenue from Main Street to Wood 
Street and beyond.  Beyond Wood Street, some homeowners have complained about 
vehicles parking in front of their residences.  Basically, the people are trying to park for 
free.  The Committee tried to come up with a resolution to get those cars off the southern 
part of Fourth Avenue and encourage them to park between Main Street and Wood 
Street.  Mr. Herman asked Ms. Moore to talk to some of the businesses to get their views 
on the parking.  The Committee believes the following will work: amend the ordinance 
so the meters on Fourth Avenue from Main Street to Merle Road on the west side of the 
street (University InnÕs side) would be 10-hour parking meters to allow people to park 
there all day and that Fourth Avenue from Merle Road to Wood Street, both sides, would 
be 10-hour meters, which was approved previously but never installed.  Mr. Herman 
hopes with the addition of parking meters closer to Main Street people will use these 
spaces versus parking below Wood Street.  If that doesnÕt work, the Committee has 
another mechanism to ensure people do not park in front of peopleÕs driveways. 
 
Ms. Moore stated the employees who did not want to walk very far wanted long-term 
parking as close as possible.  Then there were people who wanted short-term parking for 
their customers.  There were employees who need to leave their work place for an hour or 
2 and want a place to park when he/she returns.  Ms. Moore feels this is a good 
compromise and should work. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Herman with a second by Ms. Vavrek, approving to advertise 
Ordinance #2007-745, amending the Parking Meter Ordinance, to change Fourth Avenue 
on both sides from Merle Road to Wood Street and Fourth Avenue on the west from 
Main Street to Merle Road as 10-hour parking meters. 
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President Wilshire verified the CommitteeÕs not implying the property owners are 
necessarily guaranteed a parking space. 
 
Mr. Herman stated no.  This is a good faith effort to provide a place for people to park 
their vehicle during the day without having to go too far. 
 
The motion carried with a vote of seven yea. 
 
Several months ago, Mr. Herman reported the Public Safety and Public Works 
Committees started initiating discussions with PennDOT about the interconnect and 
traffic light situation on Main Street for the signals at Fifth, Sixth, Eighth, and Ninth 
Avenues.  A Committee has been formed consisting of Mr. Zerfoss, President Wilshire, 
Ms. Freenock, Chief Hall, Mr. Stutzman, and Mr. Herman.  A meeting has been 
scheduled with PennDOT.  Anyone wishing to share his/her opinion on the interconnect, 
the traffic signals, and crosswalk signals should contact the Borough.  They will be taken 
into consideration as the Committee meets with PennDOT.  At this time, Mr. Herman 
asked Mr. Stutzman to explain the interconnect. 
 
Mr. Stutzman informed everyone the interconnect was to connect the traffic lights so they 
are all timed together to try to get traffic to flow.  That doesnÕt mean they are designed to 
make traffic flow in a hurry, because that will never happen on Main Street due to the 
crosswalks and parallel parking.  Mr. Stutzman doesnÕt know if it helps or not.  Traffic 
still backs up at times.  Mr. Stutzman stressed all the interconnect does is talks 4 times a 
day and synchronizes the clocks in the traffic controls.  There are 4 different programs it 
runs during of the day.  Mr. Stutzman thinks the Committee is going to try to look at the 
programming and try to change it so it makes things a little different up there.   
 
Ms. Moore inquired the date of the meeting. 
 
Mr. Herman stated June 18th.  Hopefully, a reasonable solution on Main Street will be 
achieved.  Mr. Herman feels all the issues need brought out on the table to see what 
PennDOT has to say. 
 
Mr. Stutzman reported the Borough cannot change the light or timing without 
PennDOTÕs approval.  It shouldnÕt involve any new equipment only program changes. 
 
Housing and Zoning:  Ms. Vavrek stated the Housing and Zoning Report is in the packet 
for everyoneÕs review. 
 
Ms. Vavrek stated everyone received a copy of a Cooperative Agreement between 
Limestone Township Board of Supervisors and Clarion BoroughÕs Uniform Construction 
Code Board of Appeals.  This was discussed several months ago.  As a reminder, the 
Board is willing to hear cases or appeals that Limestone Township may have.  Solicitor 
French reviewed the 1-year agreement and has no problems with it. 
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On a motion by Ms. Vavrek with a second by Ms. Leonard, adopting the Cooperative 
Agreement between Limestone Township Board of Supervisors and Clarion Borough 
Uniform Construction Code Board of Appeals, as presented.   
 
Mr. Zerfoss stated he will vote no, because he didnÕt support the construction code when 
it first came in place and still doesnÕt.   It has nothing to do with Limestone Township. 
 
The motion carried with a vote of six yea with Mr. Zerfoss voting nay. 
 
Ms. Vavrek reported the Committee will table the Board of Assessment appeal listed on 
the agenda until next month.  Another appeal has been received, and the Committee 
prefers to handle them together. 
 
In an attempt to streamline a way for inspections to be done, Ms. Vavrek announced Mr. 
Ragon is setting up a schedule for his office.  Mr. Ragon will be in the office Monday and 
Friday from 8 a.m. until 4 p.m. for anyone who needs a permit or has complaints.  
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday, Mr. Ragon will be out of the office completing 
inspections.  If anyone needs to meet with Mr. Ragon on one of those days, Ms. Vavrek 
stated he/she needs to contact Ms. LaVan to set up an appointment.  Ms. Vavrek asked 
the press to relay this to the public. 
 
Mr. Herman and President Wilshire both agreed itÕs an excellent idea. 
 
Ms. Freenock commented it will be effective July 1, 2007. 
 
Recreation:  Ms. Leonard reported the swimming pool is open.  After checking into the 
snack bar at the Emlenton pool, the YMCA is offering snacks on a trial basis. 
 
Ms. Leonard informed everyone the Public Works Department installed a solar heating 
system and asked Mr. Stutzman to explain it. 
 
Mr. Stutzman commented the Department placed black pipe on the rubber roof of the 
restrooms and offices.  It runs off a circulation pump.  So far it seems to be working 
pretty good.  ItÕs experimental.  Mr. Stutzman stated it was a minimal cost to do the 
work. 
 
Ms. Leonard thanked the Department and asked the newspapers to relay the fact there is 
solar heat at the pool. 
 
Ms. Leonard announced the Recreation Meeting has been rescheduled to June 15, 2007, 
at 10 a.m. 
 
Last fall, Ms. Leonard was contacted by the President of Kappa Delta Rho at the 
University, who wanted to hold an event where the money raised could be contributed to 
recreation as long as Kappa Delta Rho received recognition. Ms. Leonard explained the 
Borough was applying for a Recreation, Park, and Open Space Planning Grant and that 
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the money could go towards that.  Kappa Delta Rho held a Ms. CU contest for the first 
time and presented $231 to the Borough, which is admiral.  These funds will be placed in 
a savings account. 
 
On a motion by Ms. Leonard with a second by Mr. Herman, giving permission for Ms. 
Freenock to open a savings account for the funds donated by Kappa Delta Rho, was 
carried with a vote of seven yea. 
 
Ms. Leonard stated last year Clarion University contacted the Recreation Committee 
about using Paul A. Weaver Community Park for a baseball clinic.  Everything was set 
up in conjunction with Little League.  Five dollars for each participant was donated to the 
Borough.  Clarion University would like to do the same thing this year and wants to have 
softball clinics as well.  They will be held July 8-13, 2007, from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. 
 
On a motion by Ms. Leonard with a second by Mr. Herman to approve Clarion 
University to hold baseball and softball clinics at Paul A. Weaver Community Park from 
July 8-13, 2007, from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. 
 
Mr. German verified the University will sign a contract again this year. 
 
Ms. Leonard stated yes.  It will be amended to include softball. 
 
President Wilshire recommended the proceeds could be put in the savings account also. 
 
Ms. Freenock commented that would be okay.  It is a dedicated fund. 
 
The motion was amended to stipulate the proceeds from this clinic go into the savings 
account that is dedicated for recreation.  The motion carried with a vote of six yea with 
Mr. Zerfoss voting nay. 
 
MayorÕs Report:  Mayor Stroup mentioned Chief Hall attended a conference in 
Wisconsin with the Clarion Area Elementary principal on school safety and asked Chief 
Hall for highlights. 
 
Chief Hall reported 20 superintendents and 20 police chiefs attended the conference 
where issues on school safety and security in the post Columbine event were discussed.  
All the major findings and research studies on the process of instituting a School 
Resource Officer, SRO, in the school district was reviewed to see whether it was feasible 
in different school districts.  Some schools already have an SRO, some are in the process, 
and some, like Clarion, are just exploratory.  It was interesting to see what other school 
districts did.  Chief Hall and Principal Cathcart did a post evaluation of Clarion Area and 
presented it to all the school districts at the conference. 
 
Mayor Stroup appreciated Chief Hall attending it and reminded everyone there was no 
cost because it was paid for by a grant. 
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ManagerÕs Report:  Ms. Freenock stated there were 50 kids in the Borough pool Sunday 
night and the water was 76 degrees.  Despite the rain, the water was warm and the kids 
had a terrific time.  Ms. Freenock thanked Mr. Stutzman. 
 
Ms. Freenock announced the YMCA had a freezer donated to use at the snack bar.  Also, 
the YMCA is going to have a fundraiser this year l ike they did last year to purchase more 
chairs.  An anonymous donor is giving some more chairs to the YMCA. 
 
Old Business:  Ms. Vavrek publicly thanked Mr. Stutzman and Officer Peck for quickly 
responding to a water problem at the library.  Water ran into the Assembly Room and 
ChildrenÕs Room.  It occurred very late one afternoon.  Mr. Stutzman and Officer Peck 
worked very hard with dehumidifiers and shop vacs to clean up the water. 
 
In reference to the memorandum Ms. Freenock sent about training, Mr. Zerfoss noticed 
the one on May 10, 2007, where Ms. Freenock and Ms. LaVan attended training on 
Privacy and Employee Recordkeeping.  That is a top priority.  Mr. Zerfoss questioned 
this many times in the past 2 years from people sitting around the table tonight but never 
got any answers.  Hopefully, they will be answered in the future. 
 
Ms. Moore thinks the memorandum Ms. Freenock prepared for Council was excellent 
and much appreciated.  Anyone that goes to a conference should hand Council something 
in writing.   
 
New Business:  Mr. Zerfoss asked Mr. Stutzman to discuss the Public Works 
Symposium. 
  
Mr. Stutzman discussed the salt building project and got some different ideas.  
Alternatives fuel options are coming, and it was discussed how it will affect equipment in 
the future.  Mr. Stutzman reported workers safety, work zone safety, and asphalt 
recycling were other topics. 
 
Mr. German inquired if itÕs worthwhile. 
 
Mr. Stutzman agreed.  Every time there is new information.  Because Clarion is more 
rural than other communities, it takes a little longer to get here. 
 
Correspondence:  There was none. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Herman with a second by Ms. Vavrek, the Council Meeting was 
adjourned at 8:26 p.m. 
 
 
 
       ______________________________ 
       Nancy K. Freenock 
       Borough Secretary 


